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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

1 . (Original) An isolated polynucleotide comprising SEQ ID NO: 1 wherein the nucleic 
acid at 1792 is A or C. 

2. (Previously presented) An isolated polynucleotide comprising a nucleic acid that encodes a 
polypeptide comprising SEQ ID NO:2, wherein the amino acid 598 is Thr or Pro. 

Claims 3 and 4 (Cancelled) j 

! 

5. (Currently amended) An isolated polynucleotide comprising a molecule selected from the 

group consisting of: j 

a) A polynucleotide that encodes a polypeptide comprising amino acid residues 
384-687 of SEQ ID NO:2, wherein the amino acid at 598 is Thr or Pro; 

b) A polynucleotide that encodes a polypeptide comprising amino acid residues 
379-687 of SEQ ID NO:2, wherein the amino acid at 598 is Thr or Pro; 

c) A polynucleotide that encodes a polypeptide comprising amino acid residues 
449-687 of SEQ ID.NO:2, wherein the amino acid at 598 is Pro or Thr; 

d) A polynucleotide that encodes a fragment of a polypeptide consisting of ammo 
acid residues selected from the group consisting of residues 384-687 of SEP ID 
NO:2. residues 379-6817 of SEP ID'NO:^ and residues 449-687 of SEQ ID NQ:2 
d escribed in (a c), wherein 

wherein trie amino acid at 598 is Thr or Pro> and wherein the 
fragment interacts witA an IL-1R signal transduction factor; 

e) Ati innlntfid minima cuyid raoleoule A polynucleotide that hybridizes to either 
strand of a denatured, kouble stranded DNA-that encodes amino acid residues 
449-687 of SEQ ID NO:2, under conditions of moderate stringency in 50% 
formamide and 6XSSC, at 42°C with washing conditions of 60°C 9 0.5XSSC, 
0.1% SDS; wherein this isolated rmoleio aoi dp olvnucleotide encodes a 
polypeptide that interacts with an IL-1R signal transduction factor; 

f) Ati inolntod nucl e ic acid molcoule A polynucleotide that encodes an encoded a 
polypeptide that is at ijaast 85% identical to the-a polypeptide s dcooribed in a)^ 
**V^r consisting nftarniT io acid resid ues selected from the group consisting of 
residues 384-687 of SEP ID NO:2. residues 379-687 of SEP ID NO:2. and 
residues 449-687 of SEP ID NP:2 wherein the amino acid at 598 is Thr or Pro, 
and wherein the encoded polypeptide interacts with an EL-1R signal transduction 
factor; and • 
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7. 



g) Apolynucleotide that is iegenerate to any of the nucleic acids of a),b), o), e), 

(Original) An expression vecrtdr comprising a polynucleotide of claim 5 . 

I 

(Original) An expression vector comprising a polynucleotide that encodes a 



polypeptide comprising SEQ ID NO:2, wherein the amino acid residue at 598 is Pro or Thr. 
Claim 8 (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently amended) A An isolated host cell comprising the vector of claim 6. 



1 0. (Currently amended) A process 
claim 5. the process comprising culturing a hos 
the polypeptide. 



»f preparing a polypeptid e encoded b v a nucleic acid of 
cell of claim 9 under conditions promoting expression of 



1 1 . (Currently amended) A process sf-fbr preparing a polypeptide comprising SpQ ID NO:2, 
the process comprising culturing a host cell, transformed with a vector of claim 7 under conditions 
promoting expression of the polypeptide. * [ 



Claims 12-14 (Cancelled) 



1 5 . (New) An isolated host ceil comprising the vector of claim 7 
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